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SERMON 


Preach'd, &c. 


John III. 16. 


For oy /o __ the World, that He gave 
His On _ Son , that am 


believeth 1 Pim Jhou'd not periſh , but 
have Foerlafing Lfe. 


TT a Being infinitely Perfe& ſhou'd 


delight in the work of its own hands ; 

that Goodneſs it ſelf ſhou'd have Incli- 
nations of Tenderneſs and Love for a Creature 
made after its own Image , Juſt and Upright ; 
is but what that Creature might reaſonably EX- 
ped from the conſideration of God's Nature, 
and of its own. But that a reaſonable Crea- 


ture, 'fall'n willfully "I that Uprightneſs, 


given 


Wok 
given over to Sin, and polluted with Wicked- 
neſs, ſhou'd_ with. ll thoſe ſpots and Rains 
about it be the Obje& of God's Love, to ſuch a 
degree, as that he ſhou'd give His Only Son 
a-ranſom for it ; the Son of his Love , for a 
Miſerable Wretch , the greateſt contradifion 
to his Infinite Purity , and the hopeleſly devo- 
ted Sacrifice to his Everlaſting Veng@ce. 
This were enough to ſtartle a forward Faith, 
were it not that he has ſaid it who cannot fail, he 
hagſpoken it who cannot be deceiv'd, who is 
himſelf both the Gift and the Aſſurance of 't : 
who to the manifold expreſſions of his Good- 
neſs to us has added, That of even this oppor- 
" tunity- of reviving, the dying Images of our 
ſhatter'd, and on every fide affaulted Faith ; 
and inflaming our Hearts with a warm and pe- 
netrating ſenſe of his aſtoniſhing and unboun- 
ded Love , with a ſenſe which 1s not to be had 
but by the means of Faith, the only proper In- 
ſtrument for exciting it : as it is the only con- 
dition of attaining that Everlafting Life,\ which 
is thus offer'd to our acceptance.” For God fo 
low'd the World, that be gave bis only begotten Son, 
that whoſoever believeth in bim ſhou'd nat periſh, but 
have Everlaſting Life. "of 

There are two things eminently remarkable 
- theſe words , The Gift God gave to the 
World, 


40 


Him fhou'd not 


(3] 

World , His Only Begotten Son; and the End 
for which he gave it, that whoſcever believeth in 
| periſh, but have Everlaſting - 

And if we duly rcefle& upon the Prenciple 
which that Gift proceeded , and the Means 
appointed for applying it to the End ; there 
w1ll ariſe from thence ſome- noble and uſeful 
conſiderations towards the right acknowledge- 
ment of the One, and the full” attainment of 

the Other. M1 

In the firſt place it will concern us to in- 
uire how Our Saviour is the Gift of God ? 
or The Three Divine Perſons, in the adora- 

ble Trinity, being Coeternal and | 
ſeem inconfiſtent with that Equal 
'em ſhou'd have Power ot Authority over the O- 
ther, For equal Powers will be in a capacity 
making equa Refiftance, and Powers 
ts. will be for that Reaſon ever aboveall Force 
from each other. Yet there is nothing more - 
common in Holy Scripture than the eſ- 
fions of this ſubvrdination , and Dependance, this 
Miſiom , and Gift of the Sor by the” Father. 
The ſpirit of the Lord is uport me ', fays he, Iſaiah 
61. 1. (for he applies that Text to himfelf in 
the 4th of St. ver, the 18th) The ſpirit of the 
Lord & npon me, becauſe the Lind bath anointed me 
to preach gobd trditigs _ Meek, be bath ſentme 
2 to 


AY Perſonal Properties bear to cog other , and 


[4]. 
to bind up' the broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty'to 
the Captives, and the opening of the Priſon to, them 
that are bound. So the Author of the Epiſtle 
to the Hebrews ſays (Heb. 5.5.) That Chriſt 

lorify'd not himſelf to be made an High-Prieſt : but 
Þo that ſaid unto Him, Thou art, My Son, this day 
have 1 begotten T hee. 

. Onthis account it is neceflary for us to di- 
ſtinguiſh between their Natural and their Oeco- 
nomical State ; for there is a very great diffe. 
rence” between the one and the other, and a 
Subordination and Inequality induc'd by the w9- 
luntary acceptance of Offices Miniſterial to the great 
work of Our Redemption, which is not found- 
ed in the DivineNature,confider'd femply and abſo- 
lutely in it ſelf ; but in the Relation only which 


=p, with reſpect to the difterenge and unequal 
Charges they have graciouſly been pleas'd to 
take upon 'em, for the compaſſing that End. | 
Confider'd in their Natural State, they are all 
equally God, Infinite in Being, Power and Per- 
feftions ; and being equal in Effential Power 
and Dominion, are as ſuch by conſequence, not 
ſubjefF or ſubordinate to one another : from 
whence St. Paul ſays of Our Blefled Saviour ; 
that, being inthe form of God, be thought it no rob- 
bery to. be equal with Gol, But in the Des 


ation 
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ſation of our Redemption they haye voluntarily 
taken upon 'em the Adminſtration of Unequal 
Offices. Woh. 

The Father being the Fountain of the God- 
head, and in Relation to the Eternal Generati- 
on of the Son, Firſt in Order of Nature ; took 
upon him the Office of the ſupreme Governour of 
the World. The Protector of his Laws, and the 
fhrit Direor in the work of our Salvation. 
In his Infinite Wiſdom and Mercy he laid the 
Plan of our Redemption, and defign'd that in- 
eſtimable Victim for us,which alone cou'd {atisfy 
his offended Juſtice, And the Office of the Fa- 
ther being thus, by the very Nature of its Fun- 

Eions, more excellent in the Pre-eminence of 
Power and Dignity, it was fit that the Son, who 
was to be the Mediator between God and Man, _. 
ſhou'd receive his Commiſſon for that Office from 
the Father, upon whoſe good pleaſure only , the 
receiving ſatisfaction to infinite Juftice from any 
other hands, than thoſe of the offenders them- 

ſelves, intirely did depend. 

* Sothatin reſpect of that Deſignation and that 

Commiſſton from the Father, our Saviour may be 

faid to be his Gift , though fully equal to him 

in all the inherent and eflential perfections of 
the Godhead : He may truly on that ſcore be 
ſaid to be ſent by him, though he oy 
enter'C 


[6] 
enterd into that Covenant, and accepted of 
that Office ; though He gave Himſelf 4 Ranſom: 

or all. . 
, Now a Gift in its own Nature muſt be free, 
independent on any Law that may oblige to 
it, or any Merit that may deſerve it : and ſuch 
in all 'reſpe&s was this of our Mighty Deli- 
verer. 

In vain do -we ſearch for any thing in God's 
Nature, or our own, for any Laws or Principles 
of Nature or Reaſon, that might oblige him to 
it on his part , .or incline him on ours, . 

There was not any tye upon him to this 
Gift, in reſp2& of his own Nature ; from any 
Natural, from any Moral, or Political Neceſſity. 
For of all the Operations of the Blefſed Trinity, 
the Eternal Generation of the Son, and the Eter- _ 
nal Proceſſion of the Holy Ghoſt alone,have in 'em 
any proper and.natural neceſſity : All other extra- 
neous things are the Works ofGod's FreePleaſure, 
which he orders according to the Counſel of his 
Will ; that is , ſo as it was free for him from 
all Eternity. not ſo to. order 'em as he does. * 
There can be no natural neceſſity in God to pro- 
duce or order any thing without him ; for then 
that Production, and that Order, muſt neceſ- 
ſarily have been from all Eternity, muft have 
been as Eternal as himſelf. 

There 
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There is a Moral Neceſſity indeed in Gol, ac- 
cording to which his External A&ions, though 
free in themſelves , are determin'd, as to their 
Qualities , by the ſtanding and unchangeable 
Rule of his Infinite PerfefFions. But he was not 
a Debtor to Man' on account. of any of thee, 
to find a ranſom for his Sins, who had made 
himſelf a contradiQton to all thoſe Perfetions, 
and the natural Obje& of God's hatred and 
wrath. His Power and Goodneſs he had ſhewn 
in Creating him ; it was now time to vindicate 
his Juſtice and Truth in awarding his Puniſh- 
ment, and verifying his Sentence. He had poſ- 
ſeſs'd him with Integrity , and left him free in 
— Lag, by " Li 5 before him, 

appineſs or Mi ua roportionable ; 
an — the fatal Tm - 4 wy deter- 
min'd our Lot , God had been Eternally and 
Infinitely Good as well ag Juft, though he had 
paſs'd us by in our Sins unregarded and unaſ- 
ſiſted, an _— us to the __— Iflues of his 
| Everlaſting Indignation. For his Juſtice can 

no £25: op Fram his Goodneſs , ral ca Good- 
neſs can defeat or difarm ag” rr} What 
the Caſe may be as to a Political Neceſſity, 


ſeems at firſt ſight indeed of a ſomething difte- 
rent conſideration ; and vain preſumptuous 


Man naturally affecting independency in all 


things, 


; [8] 
things, will be apt to flatter himſelf with Ar-: 
guments drawn from the Nature of Government, 
that this Gift of God is not ſo free as we pre- 
tend ; and that he being the ſupreme Magiſtrate 
and Governour of the World; was bound for 
that reaſon, not to give up the whole body of 
his SubjeQts to the ſeverity of His Laws, which 
demanded their final and univerſal Deftruction : 
But that by the very Nature of his Office he was 
oblig'd to find ſome way of preſerving them with 
whom that Relation of Government might till 
ſubfiſt and continue. 

For the End of all Laws and Government 
being the Preſervation of the Society to be go- 
vern'd by 'em, though the ſafety of that my 
well be provided for. in the DeſtruCtion- of ſu 
Private Men, as by their crimes intrench u 
it : Yet in the Caſe of an univeral DefeCtion 
of all his ſubjets, whten the Lives of the Whole 
are forfeited to the Laws ; it wou'd be con- 
trary to the End of thoſe Laws, for a Prince 
to take the forteiture ; and the reaſon and in- 
tereſt of Government, as well as his own Good 
Nature wou'd force him to a Pardon. 

But the vanity of this imagination in Relati- 
on to God's Government, will manifeſtly ap- 
pear if we confider the very great difference 
there is between Divine and Humane Laws; and 
the 
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the vaſt diſproportion between the Nature of 
the Sovereignty of God, and that of the Mightieſt 
Princes upon Earth. 

The Laws of Men 'tis true are made for the 
benefit of Society ; and *tis but juſt therefore that 
they ſhou'd give way to the good of it whenever 
they _— to come in competition.” But the 
Laws of God were not made for the ſake of Men ; 
on the contrary the whole Society of Men was 
made for thoſe Laws. The Glory of God was the 
End for which Man was made, and that Glory 
confifts in the obſervation of his Laws, which are 
founded on the efſential and immutablePerfeRi- 
ons of:his Nature, and which juſtly and necefla- 
rily call for the Ruin of a Society that has broke 
'em, when it was made on purpoſe for their ob- 
ſervation. 

Befides, there is a vaſt diſproportion between 
the Sovereignty of God and that of Eartbly Princes 
and (ſtrates. | 

A King cannot deftroy the whole Body of 
his Subjects however Criminal, but at the ſame 
tive he muſt-extinguiſh his own Sovere! 
and Dominion, and be himſelf, by. that means; 
reduc'd to a private Capacity. | 

But the Sovereignty of God depends not up- 
on Men ; that it ſhou'd be extinguiſh'd, even 
with the whole race __ » Thouſands in; 

. ge 
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- wou'd ftill ſtand before bim , and ten thauſai 
a ten CANES miniſter unto bim. The Heavv 
wou'd ſtill declare the Glory of God, and the Firma- 
ment ſhew his bandy-work. Or if he ſhou'd'de- 
roy the whole Creation , it were ſtill in his 
Power to make a new one, and re-eſtabliſh that 
External Glory and Sovereignty which is nei- 
ther any way neceffary to his Being, nor does 
add in the leaft to the internal and effential 
ſplendour and Majeſty of a God that is infinite- 
ly happy, and lelf-ſufficient. 

It 1s plain therefore, that a God of infinite 
Holineſs and Juſtice (though it was free for 
him tomake, or not make, ſuch a Creature as 
Man, capable of choofing Good or Evil , yet 
as he was pleas'd to make him ſuch) cou'd not 
in conſequence of thoſe Attributes but eſtabliſh 
an inviolable Relation between that Good or 
Evil, and rewards or puniſhments, and that not 
any Natural Powers, not any Moral Perfe&tions, 
or Political Capacity of his own , cou'd lay a- 
ny neceſſity upon him not to accompliſh that 
eſtabliſhment in the Deftrution of the Miſera- 
ble Offenders. | 

But it was his good pleaſure to provide a 
Ranſom for vs; and if it appear farther, That 
there was nothing in Man which cou'd deſerve 
it from him, there will every circumſtance be 
found 


[17] 
found to concur, which is to make a 
Gift intirely-and | obſolucly Fre. * 

And wn" was there in Man that cou'd de- 
ſerve any thing from his Maker ? If we were 
righteous, what give we to him, or what receiveth 
be at our hands * Can @ Man be profitable unto God, 
as his righteouſneſs may profit the Son of Man ? 
: There is too great a diftance between God and 
his Creatures, too great a dependance and debt 
on the one fide, to allow of any capacity of de- 
ſerving from the other. The very beft 'uſe 
Man makes of the Gifts of God;cannot di 
the Debts with which thoſe very ——_ have 
loaded him : How then can he poſſi 
any thing to the account of Merit, gs rs is at 
beſt ſo far ſhort of a juſt Payment ? But alas ! 
This Argument turns upon a ſuppofition by 
much too favourable ! For he was fo far from 
deſerving any Good from God , that his Merit 
was Hell, and his Deſert Damnation : He had 
ſold himſelf to Sin, and —_ himſelf up to 
Vanity; his way 5 were perverſe before the 
Lord:; Paradiſe A ſelf cou'd not tewpt him to 
be honeſt a little while , but he wou'd needs 
ſerve the Devil as ſoon as God had made him. 
This was the condition of loſt Man, when yet 
God fo lov'd the World , that be gave his only be- 
gotten Son, to the end "het whoſe blew 


bim, 
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* bim, ſhould not periſh, but bave Ever ahi 1 : 
2. An End trul er of God ! 
his Tryfinite and Almighty Beneficence ! Men 
in Priſon are ſometimes unexpectedly fet free ; 
| but often free only to ſtarve abroad in the 
Air. - Men ſunk in Debt have their bonds of- 
ten cancell'&by theCompaſſion of Government ; 
but are many times only by that Means at li- 
berty to contra new ones , without any 
bable condition of _— " But Man by this 
Gift was not only reſcu'd from periſhing Ever- 
laſtingly , but Eternal Glory and Happineſs was 
purchas 1 for him. For the End God pr 
1 giving his Son was not narrow and 
cording to the weak meaſures and im 
Projects of humane BenefaCtors : It was not li- 
mited barely to the freeing us from Puniſhment, it 
extended to the enſtating us in Life Everlaſting ; ; 
and however theſe two are commonly miſtaken 
or confounded, one for, or with another ; yet 
they are diſtin#t EffeFts, i in different regards de- 
pending equally on the lame Gift, and both-to- 
gether making up the great of i it, the Sal- 
vation of our Souls. 

- The Pardon of our fins, and deliverance from 
Death, was due to our Blefled Saviour's Infinite 
SattsfatHion : But our claim to Eternal Life de- 
pends wholly on his Merit , as all thoſe Gifts, 

and 
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and Graces do, which conduce to our obtaini 
it. For to framean exa&t Notion of he Ent 
Parts, of the Cauſes and Principles of our Sal- 
vation ; the Sacrifice of Chriſt is to be confider'd 
in two reſpetts ; either as a pun:/hment inflicted 
by divine Juſtice on that Vitim which was 
offer'd in our ſtead ; or as a Voluntary Oblation 
which Chriſt made of himſelf to purchaſe for- 
us an inheritance in the. higheſt Heavens, by 
Vertue of that Covenant which he made with 
the Fatheras Mediator between God and Man, 
It is his /atisfaFion which reſpe&ts the Guilt of 
our fins, and the Divine Juſtice naturally and 
neceſſarily demanding their Puniſhment ; and 
the conſequence of that can reach no farther 
than putting us in a ſtate of Impunity. But it is 
the Merit of our Blefled Saviour which reſpects 
our Natural want and incapacity of Eternal Hap- 
pine ; and the Formal Effect of that is, not the 

ivering us from Hel, which the ſatisfaFion 
has. perform'd already ; but the acquiſition of 
Heaven for us, which is anEnd above and beyond - 
what that ſatisfa&ion was determin'd to. Not 
that the Merit or Satisfaction in the Sacrihce of 
Chriſt can any way be ſeparated or divided 
from it (it cou'd not ſatisfy if it were not Mert- 
torious ; it cou'd not Merit if it did not (atisfy ) 


but ſtill when we ſpeak properly and clearly 
they 
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they are two diſtin and different things, 'and 
produce diftinCt and different effects. 7] 5 
For though God having made Man at firſt 
Juſt and Innocent, and put him in Poſſeſſion of 
that Happineſs which he loſt by Sin, it may ſeem 
probable , that the SatisfaFron made. for that 
Sin ſhou'd of it ſelf re-inftate him in that Hap- 
pineſs, and ſuperſede by that means all manner 
of neceſſity of any farther purchace to be made 
for him. Yetif we confider well the nature of 
the Happineſs which the Goſpel directs us to 
aim at and expe& ; it will be found to be ſuch 
as Man cou'd lay no claim to from any natural 
right, and therefore ſuch as cou'd not any way 
be due to him upon and from his reſtitution to. 

his natural State. | | 
For his natural State confiſted in the enjoy- 
ment of an Earthly Paradiſe, and rw = as 
to its duration, on his continuance in Innocence. 
But the Life Eternal of the Goſpel is a ſuperna- 
tural Gift, not an animal felicity in its own Na- 
ture capable of change, however conditionally 
laſting. *Tis a happineſs which will make us 
like the Angels of God, in a ftate unchange- 
able and indefeaſible, giving Immortality to our 
Bodies, and impeccability to our Souls ; and 
requiring therefore a new right (beyond the 
imple pardoning of our Sins, on account 
| of 
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of the ranſom paid for us, beyond the reftoring; 
us to the State from which we were fallen) 
which might acquire to us an Everlaſting Inhe- 
ritance in the Kingd dom of God, by the infinite 
Merits of the voluntary oblation which our 
= Saviour made of himſelf, unconſtrain'd 

any Power , unoblig'd by any Law , un- 
oY by any Merit of ours _ cou'd de- 
ferve it. 

3. Which leads us to the adds of 
the Principle,upon which God was pleas'd to be- 
ſtow this Gift, his Infinite and unbounded Love 
and Compathon. 

Infinite and Unbounded indeed had that Good- 
neſs need to bewhich cou'd extend it ſelf to the 
World in that condition which it was ſunk in- 
to ! For Sin is a State of Rebellion and Defiance 

God ; and he that has once put off and 
—— his Allegiance, cannot rationally ex- 
pect or hope for the benefits of that Government 
which he refuſes to ſubmit to, how mild and 
compaſhonate ſoever the nature of the Power 
may be, or however good and beneficent the So- 

vereign Adminiſtration of it. A Love only 
without limits cou'd purſue us ſo far as effetu- 
ally to overtake us, when we were ſet at a 
wider diftance from him by our Sins, than we 

were by 'our Nature ; when all the Aha 
® 
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of his Perfeftions in us were blotted, or erag'd; 
all the Faculties of our Souls diſorder'd and re- 
vers'd; and the whole Body of Sin reign'd in 
triumph over us. ; 

But though his Almighty Love reach'd us in 
this State of Sin and Wickedneſs it was not un- 
der this conſideration that it did ſo. Such an 
imagination wou'd be abufive and unworthy of 
God ; incorffiſtent with his Infinite Holineſs 
and Purity, and irreconcileable to his Fuſtice, 
which demanded their Vindication. It was the 
Miſery of Man alone which mov'd the Divine 
Compaſſion ; a Miſery too great for any Natural . 
Powers to redeem him from, too intenſe for a- 
ny Creatures Pity to abate or relieve. For no 
Man can by any means redeem his Brother, nor give 
to God a ranſom for him : for it coft more to redeem 
their Souls ; ſo that they muſt let that alone for ever. 
And Miſery indeed is the proper obje& of Pity, 
anF helpleſs Miſery of a Divine Beneficence , a 
Miſery bopeleſly ſuch of an Almighty one! On 
this account, notwithſtanding we were dead in 
our treſpaſles, and on that ſcore the wretched 
Objects of Divine Juſtice ; it was not inconfi- 
ſtent with the inviolableMajeſty of God's Laws, 
and his immutable Decree of puniſhing Sin, 
that God ſhou'd have inclinations of rendring 
himſelf placable to Mankind ; that he ſhon'd be 

moy'd 
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mov'd with compaſſion to ſuch a degree as to 
procure us the means of Reconciliation ; fince- 
even thoſe means , by the fatisfaCtion giv 
ſerv'd but yet more to raiſe the Glory and Ho- 
nour of his Government, as well as to purchaſe 
for us Everlaſting Happineſs and Communion 
with him, by the molt exalted flight of inefti- 
mable Love. A Love worthy our warmeſt 
attention to all the endearing circumſtances of 
it ! worthy our utmoſt acknowledgments and 
gratitude for ſo infinite an Obligation |! 

To make us out of nothing was an A of kind- 
neſs, to which God had on him no antecedent 
Obligation ; but to redeem us from what was 
worle than nothing , out of. Eternal Slavery to 
Sin and Death; how wonderfully does it in- 
creaſe and indear the Benefaction ! 

Life it ſelf was a favour which we had no 
title to ; it cou'd not be our due, when we had 
not a being to claim it in, we cou'd not expect 
it when. we were not ſo much as even in ex- 

ation. Haw enlarg'd then and unexhaulted is 
that bounty which gives us Life Eternal in Hap- 
pineſs Everlaſting | | 

'The Infinite Majeſty of God, and our own 
Unworthineſs, | had fet him-at a diſtance from us 
wholly inſarmountable ; his: brightneſs forbad 


all approach, and: his anger all /hopes, of accels: 
D yet 
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yet he gave his Son, his only begotten, totake 
upon him our Nature, that he might draw it 
into an intimate , an endleſs and inſeparable 
Union with his own. 

. He gave the Son of his Love for Rebels and 
Enemies ; from the Throne of his Glory, above 
- the Heavens,to be born among Beaſts, and to die 
among Thieves: He gave him for Vs, when he 
paſs'd by the fall'n Angels : T hoſe once Blefled 
Spirits that fil'd his Preſence, and left'em baniſht 
for ever from the Joys of it, bound up 1n Chains 
of Everlaſting Darkneſs. For verily he took not on 
bim the Nature of Angels, but he took on him the ſeed 
of Abraham, Heb. 2. 16. That in him all the 
Nations of the earth might be bleſſed. 

So univerſal and uncontin'd was the good- 
neſs of God, as unlimited 1n the reach of it, as 
intenſe in degree ! It was not reſtrain'd to one 
Family or People ; within the private Encloſure 
of the Houſe of Judah, or the narrow bounds 
of the Land of Canaan : It ſpread it ſelf wide 
among the Nations, The [nhabitants of the Iſles 
may be glad thereof. It took in all Kindred, T ongues 
and People ; 1t extended to the uttermoſt parts of 
the Earth, For God is no narrow ſelfiſh Being, 
with partial regards and contracted Bounty ;no 
Arbitrary Diſpenſer of a groundleſs Choice, but 
an abſolutely Free and - general Benefactor, 
The 
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The World which God ſo lov'd com all 
Mankind, and the value of the rantom he gave 
for it is-ſufficient to ſatisfy for as many Worlds 
as the wantoneſt Philoſopher can imagine, or 
the - gayeſt Conquerour can wiſh for. He 
wou'd that all Men ſhou'd be ſav'd and come to the © 
knowledge of the truth : "Tis Infidelity alone which 
fruſtrates and makes uſeleſs to us all the graci- 
ous ofters of Infinite Compaſſion. For God ſo 
lov'd- the world that he gave his only begotten Son, 
that whoſoever believeth in him , ſhou'd not 
periſh, but bave Everlaſting Life. 

4. Which brings me to the condition appointed 
for making this Gift of any uſe or advantage 
to us,even Our faith in Chriſt ; without which it 
is impoſſible for- us to attain to that Salvation 
which he came to purchale. 

For we muſt not dream of a Covenant with- 
out a condition, or expect the benefit of the one 
without performing the other. God did not fo 
love the world as to ſend his Son to carry Men to 
Heaven againſt their wills: But he ſent him to 
make Men capable of going thither, and to en- 
able 'em to perform what he requires of 'em 
in order to it. And he requires nothing but 
what was fit for him to pfopoſe, nothing but 
what is neceſſary -for us to perform. Shou'd 
God have propos 'd Jo and arbitrary Terms to 

2 us, 
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us, in order to our Deliverance from the Miſery 
we were fallen into , we muſt have had very 
ſhallow apprehenſions of that Miſery, to have 
been capable of thinking any poſhble means of 
eſcaping it inſupportable ; but when the condi- 
tion he enjoins 1s. ſuitable to bis Nature and to 
ours ; agreeable to his Nivine Perfections , and 
in its own Nature neceflary to our Happineſs, 
we have reaſon, with Joy, to accept the gracious 
offer , and with a grateful alacrity to perform 
the Condition. 

Now it is very ſuitable to God's Nature, that 
he ſhould make our Faith in his Son this Condi- 
tion ; for it is an acknowledgment of many of 
his Divine PerfeCtions, and a homage naturally 
due to 'em , when they are once diſcover'd to 
our Minds. Men may attempt to perſwade our 
Belief, but God alone has a right to command it. 
He has an abſolute Authority over our Souls 
and all their Faculties, over our Thoughts and 
Underſtandings, to pull down ſtrong bolds , and 
caſt down imaginations , and every bigh thing that 
exalteth it ſelf againſt the knowledge of God, and to 
bring into captivity every thought into the obedience of 
Chriſt. So that weare to believe what he teaches 
us of himſelf,and what he promiſes to us,with- 
out demanding other proofs or farther reaſons : 
- our judgments are no longer at our. own' come 
mand, 
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we have no right to examine and can- 
vaſs the natural grounds or modes of thoſe Myte- 
ries he requires us to believe ; but our Minds are 
led Captive, and given abſolutely up to the 
Power and Force of his Authority alone. 

It is an acknowledgment of his Goodneſs 
which aflures us he will withhold nothing from 
us that he in his Wiſdom ſees neceffary , or 
even fit for our knowledge ; and an acknowledg- 
ment of his Infallibility,, as well as of his Truth ; 
that he is as uncapable of deceiving us, as of de- 
figning to do ſo. | 

Thus our Faith gives to our Blefſed Saviour 
the due Honour of theſe Perfections in the God- 
head ; and whatever aftion of ours contributes moſt 
to, the ſetting out the Glory of the Divine Attributes, 
it is moſt ſuitable to the Divine Nature to require it 
of 15. $ pf 
Lo it is not only agreeable to the Nature of 
God ; it is farther in.its own Nature, that is, by 
the natural m_ of the af# it ſelf, abſolutely 
neceſſary to our Happineſs... . 

For it is a miſtake to think this an Arbitrary 
condition, or means of applying to us the Fruit 
of this Gift, which God might indifferently have 
choſen, or. Ikeft for any other ; and that it 1s - 
only neceſſary, becauſe God was pleas'd to make 
it ſo. It was, neceſſary to the very nature of the 


tranſattion, 
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tranſaffion, by which our Saviour was to be- 
come our Pledge and our Ranſom, and to repre« 
ſent our Perſons in ſatisfying for our Sins. For 
our Saviour taking upon ' him the Office of a 
Mediator, between God and Man , to make vu 
the great difference between our Maker and his 
Creatures , by bearing the nag. of our 
Sins, in his own Perſon. - It was not only ne- 
ceflary , that he ſhou'd be authoriz'd on God's 
part, whole conſent was requir'd to the . Fran- 
ſlation of the Puniſhment from our Perſons to 
his ; but that we alſo, on our part, by our Faith, 
ſhou'd accept him as our Mediator ; that by 
that conſent of ours to his ating for us we might 
have ſome Title to the Divine Mercy and Fa- 
vour from the ſatisfaftion and Merit of that 
Mediation with the Father. It 1s a vain Me- 
diation between I'wo, where the conſent of 
one Party is wanting, and there is no poſſible 
way of expreſſing ours, but by refigning our 
Faith, our Truſt and Confidence, by giving our 
ſelves up 1intirely to the Dire&ion and Obedi- 
ence of the Son of God, who had the goodneſs for 
our ſakes , to: ſubmit himſelf to that Office and 
_ Employment. & 

And what has he not done to eſtabliſh that 
Faith ? And what ' has he left unattempted-to 
engage our affections ? If ObjetFs of ſenſe alone 


can 
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can gain our attention, he made himſelf ſo to the 
World in the Veil of his Fleſh. If figns from Hea- 
ven and aſtoniſhing Miracles can aſſert the Divi- 
nity of his Perſon and of his Dotrine, his Life 
was full of ſuch arguments and aflurances; and 
his reſurrefFion from the Dead was an evidence as 


undeniable in_ the Fat , as convincing in the 
Proof. | 


If dark and obſcure Myſteries ſeem to ſhock this 
Faith, the Evidence of their Truth is founded 
upon Fats as unconteftable as the commands 
for receiving 'em are poſitive and expreſs. 

If Reaſon or Intereſt can incline our Belief, it 
is by its own proper t and by the Law of 


the New Covenant, a Condition of our 
wy 1 | 
nd when our Faith in Chrift is thus enh- 


ven'd and aQtuated;when it is enforc'd with ſuch 
Tyes, and ſupported with fuch Evidence ; we 
muſt be utterly loſt to all that is tender or ſen- 
fible, to all that 1s honeſt or gratefull in hu- 
man Nature, if we are able-to refift ſuch amaz- 
ing inſtances of the Love of God and of our 
Bleſſed Saviour, as have flame enough in'em to 
raiſe and to tranſport the moſt degenerate and 
obdurate Natures. . 

At the returns of a generous Deliverer from 
our Temporal Enemies, an univerſal Joy and ac- . 
knowledgement 


[24] - 
knowledgment juſtly ſpreads it ſelf through 


his People : it breaks through the wiſe Mans 
firmeſt compos'dneſs, for a Joy that is ſenfible 


will be ſeen ; it tranſports the full Crouds into 


loud Acclamations , for acknowledgments that 
are real will be heard ; even the rumours of 


freſh Enemies diſturb not their chearfulneſs;. 
ſo full are they of his Preſence, and ſecure in” 


his Condua. 
What bounds then can confine the exceſs of 


our tranſports at the coming of this Conquerour ; 


of our ſprritual Adverſaries) At the coming of a 
Conquerour afſur'd of his Victory over Principa- 
lities, over Powers, over the Rulers T the darkneſs 


of this World , over ſpiritual Wicke neſſes in hi | 
Places, The very Angels' themſelves will 3 
join in the tuneful contert , and break out in- * 


to Heavenly Songs and eng Glory be j 


to God on Hg on Earth Peace, Good will towards 


Men" For ol fo low'd the World that be = bis © 


that whoſoever believet 


Only begotten Som im, 


Him, with the'Father , and the 


nour, Power, Might, Majeſty and Dominion, 
from this time forth for evermore ! Amen, © © 
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